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Find all of the following, explained in plain-English with no legal jargon:The difference between

deductions, exemptions, and creditsItemized deductions vs. the standard deductionSeveral

money-saving deductions and credits and how to make sure you qualify for themHow to calculate

your refundHow to know which tax forms to fill outState income taxesAlternative Minimum Tax

(AMT)Capital Gains and Losses
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This book is a part of the in 100 Pages or Less series.

I learned a lot from this book and highly recommend it for anyone who's puzzled by taxes. It's an

easy read that put everything in very simple terms, which I needed. I had never heard of 'above the

line' and 'below the line' deductions, which are important to know. After reading this book you'll be

better prepared for either doing your own taxes or quizzing your accountant about what he/she is

doing. I wish I'd read this years ago.

A great introduction to taxes. Quick and easy read. Found it most helpful to read with pad of paper,

pencil and calculator to test self with various scenarios from each chapter. Can use it in these

ways:1. Quick intro to concepts in taxation. Made it easy to decide if you get it or not and even if you

like it or not. Probably would be smart to read it before deciding if you want to do your own taxes.2.

Resource for clients' questions. Most of the chapters align with client questions. Piper's book can



remind you of the short answer and gives simple examples that are easy to share.3. Training for

new staff. This book is perfect for new employee (ex: receptionist, data entry, customer care, intern).

It helps them quickly grasp a basic understanding of taxation. Often they feel better also - some of

the mystery and fear of taxation disappears - an esteem-builder.

All of Mike's books are great. He's a master at simplification! Like other reviewers, I wish I had read

this years ago. It would be a perfect thing for parents to use for educating their children on what to

expect when they enter adulthood and encounter their first W-2, and for college or early career

people who are starting to accumulate tax deductible life events. The new online tax programs make

it much easier to catch things before filing, but this book is a great companion. Even at 50+ years of

age, I learned new things and it's helped me make better choices for the rest of my tax-filing years.

When it comes to taxes, it's never too late! Thank you Mike!

One of the best books on anything I've ever written. So precise, so crystal clear. No fluff at all, no

filler.I feel like I've got my money's worth on page 27, and I still have 73 more pages to go! By page

27, I fully understand the basic structure of the federal income tax. I've also learned some of the

common misunderstandings that everyone has (including me) about things like tax brackets,

deductions and "pre-tax money". What a terrific education this book is! This book should be required

reading as a "life manual" for adults.

I teach Tax Accounting at a community college and find the material in our textbook very

challenging for the students. I recently came across Mike Piper's series of small books, including

"Taxes Made Simple." It's absolutely fantastic - short, easy to read, covers the main areas of

concern and it's timely. It's so good, I'm buying a copy for each student and it will be their first

reading assignment this coming Fall semester. It really makes taxes approachable and that's just

what we need at the community college level. Great job, Mr. Piper.

A book on something as complicated as tax preparation is never going to be able to touch all the

bases for everyone. That said, this book is very concise, very well-organized, and does a

commendable job of parsing out the meat-and-potatoes for folks. A good portion of the information

in here was already known to us. However, reviewing those components of tax prep and more

importantly, seeing them explained in contextual terms, definitely made this a must-read.



AS AN ENROLLED AGENT UNDER THE IRS OBSERVATION I FIND THIS BOOK EXCELLENT

FOR THE LAYMAN. SHORT, SIMPLE AND DIRECT. READ THIS BOOK BEFORE YOU SEE

YOUR INCOME TAX PREPARER.

I loved this book. Termanology made simple might have been a better name but that is just what I

wanted from the book. He can't figure your taxes for you - duh!
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